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May 31, 2007

The Honorable José Miguel Insulza

Secretary-General

Organization of American States
17th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr, Secretary-General:

I write to you to encourage OAS action to defend the human ri

prisoners.
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ghts of three Venezuelan political

Three officers of the Venezuelan Metropolitan Police, Ivan Simonovis, Lazaro F orero, and Henry
Vivas, have been charged by the Venezuelan government with discharging their weapons during a
political protest on April 11, 2002, in which 18 people were killed and almost 200 were wounded. The

charges against these police officers are

trial of those found to be responsible for the deaths of the protestors.

However, far from exercisin
Venezuelan Government has sim
say these arrests are politicall
Venezuela’s government has
ireatment violates not only the law of Venezuela and the OAS Charter, but al
of the Rights and Duties of Man, to which Venezuela was an original signato
the Declaration guarantees the right to a fair trial and Article XX VI guarante.

grave, and the interests of justice demand a just investigation and

g due process in prosecuting this case, reports indicate that the

ply imprisoned the three officers for years without a trial. Some reports
y motivated. Not content to deny basic due process rights to the officers,
also reportedly harassed their families on numerous occasions. Such

so the American Declaration
ry in 1948, Article XVIII of
es due process,

The Venezuelan Government’s failure to provide the three political prisoners with these rights

should therefore be a matter of grave concern and priority for every member of the OAS.
ask the OAS to use every venue at its disposal, within app
for and treatment of the three officers. A Jjust resolution o
human rights throughout the Americas and reaffirm the O

Sincerely,

Ranking Member

Accordingly, I
licable rules and guidelines, to ensure a Just trial
f this case will uphold the inviolability of

AS’s dedication to its fundamental principles.

Mo fo- bl

ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

House Committee on Foreign Affairs



